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The Brilliant Light from the Distant Past 

Looking up at the night sky, we see countless stars shining. However, it is said that some of the stars have already disappeared tens of 

thousands of years ago. Still, its brilliance reaches here as fast as the speed of light. In other words, when we see the light of a star, the 

star no longer exists. It is strange that we can see something that no longer exists. Sometimes we can see invisible things, and other 

times we cannot see the obvious. The minds of people are invisible. In our daily lives, people are hurt by the words and actions of 

others. If you pretend to smile every day, it is hard to know your heart is hurt. 

Shinran Shonin once said:  

My eyes being hindered by blind passions, I cannot perceive the light that grasps me; Yet the great compassion, without tiring, 

Illumines me always. [Hymns of the Pure Land Masters 95 CWS P385] 

We are all living with our eyes covered by colored glasses which, is called Blind Passion. The world seen through colored glasses 

seems to be a world that is convenient only for oneself. When we wear these colored glasses, we cannot see the light of Amida 

Buddha. Even so, the compassion of Amida Buddha never stops and it always illuminates us. 

In our daily lives, we receive a lot of invisible kindness and concern. Even flowers do not bloom on their own power. We know that 

flowers need water, sunshine and soil. But there are other conditions as well. The flowers were not picked by children. No one walked 

on or trampled the flowers. When all these various conditions are met, it can finally bloom.  

I can live a life today because the many types of invisible kindness and concern shown to me. We call this Okagesama which means 

thanks for the help that is invisible in the shadows. The word Okagesama comes from the word, shadow. [O] = Put it in front of words to 

show our respect. For example, Otōsan (father) or Okāsan (mother). [Kage] = Shadow, [Sama] = Mr./Ms. The word "Okagesama" 

expresses respect for the shadow that is difficult to see. I would like to pay attention to the many things that are out of sight and spend 

my days with a Nembutsu of gratitude. 

In May, Gotan-E service is recognized and we rejoice in encountering Buddhism with the birth of Shinran Shonin. If Shinran Shonin 

was not born, I might not have encountered the teachings of Amida Buddha. Let's celebrate our founder, Shinran Shonin's, birthday. 

Namo Amida Butsu 

  
In Gassho, 
Rev. Imada                                               
 
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 
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Join us for Sunday Services  
 

Gotanye and May Shotsuki Hoyo Service 

Mother’s Day 

May 14, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

 

Memorial Day and Family Service 

May 28, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

 

Memorial Day Cemetery Visitations 

Monday, May 29, 2023 

Elder Creek at 9:00 a.m. 

Sacramento Memorial at 9:30 a.m. 

East Lawn at 10:30 a.m. 

 

June Shotsuki Hoyo and Family Service 

Graduation and Father’s Day 

June 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

 
Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

 

 

 **There will be light refreshments following the church services and so in order to prepare enough for 

everyone, we ask that you please rsvp to florinbuddhist@gmail.com.  Thank you!! 

 
Please note that in-person services are subject to cancellation if county/CDC guidelines change or if it becomes too risky for the safety 

and health of our Sangha members to continue with indoor gatherings. In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our 

website, Facebook page and send out a message to our email list.    
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Buddhist Church of Florin 

Governing Board Meeting Highlights 

April 13, 2023 

1. The BCF Treasurer has submitted her resignation. The Executive Committee plans to divide up the job into smaller 

tasks. Once the tasks have been defined, the Executive Committee will communicate the description of those tasks. If 

you have any interest in helping with this vital position, please contact Eric Fujii (efujii52@gmail.com). 

2. The Jr. YBA is leading a joint effort with temple members and affiliates to paint the interior of the parsonage. A 

JYBA family will be donating the supplies. If you are willing to help on this project, please contact Ginny Syphax 

(gyamisyphax@gmail.com). Details to follow. 

3. Thank you to the BWA members who cleaned the vases, obuppan chalices and incense burners on the Onaijin in 

preparation for Hanamatsuri. 

4. On May 10th, BWA members will be attending the 850th anniversary celebration of the birth of Shinran Shonin and 

the 800th anniversary of the establishment of the Jodo Shinshu teaching to be held in Kyoto. They will also be 

attending the 17th World Buddhist Women’s Convention that follows on the 11th and 12th. 

5. Dharma School thanked Walter Menda for his interactive presentation on Spring Ohigan and the Six Paramitas. 

6. Jr. YBA will have their Annual Lock-in fundraiser on May 28th. They will be making signs for Obon and laminating 

Our Pledge for the pews. Please see the April or May Oneness newsletter to donate towards this fundraiser or contact 

Ginny Syphax (gyamisyphax@gmail.com). 

7. The Golf Tournament will be held June 1st at Teal Bend Golf Club.  Signups are due by May 24. See the April 

Oneness for the entry form or contact Eric Fujii (efujii52@gmail.com). 

8. Liaisons (Peggy O., Lois K., and Eric F.) to the NCDC received Harassment Training at the February meeting. The 

training was suggested for temple leadership and will be offered to the BCF Governing Board. 

9. 1st Vice President, Margie S. attended an online seminar on ‘Safety and Security in Houses of Worship’. Following 

her report, the Board concluded that the BCF has suitable security. 

10. Lotus Club now has a golf cart to help with tasks thanks to the generosity of Wendell Sonoda. 

11. BCA Music Committee and Federation of Dharma School Teachers’ League are sponsoring a Gatha Lyric Writing 

Contest in commemoration of the 125th Anniversary of Buddhist Churches of America. Two separate age-based 

categories; $500 for each category due by June 4, 2023.  

12. Obon Odori has been rescheduled to July 15 at 7 pm. The Hatsubon service will be at 3 pm and in between there will 

be cultural events such as kendo and kyudo kai (Japanese archery) demonstrations. To volunteer contact Walter 

Menda (wmenda@pacbell.net). Please be generous with your time. This will be the first Obon Festival in three years! 

13. Services in Japanese will start on the 4th Sunday at 11:15 am in the Nokotsudo, following the regular service. 
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SAVE THE DATE!!! 
 

July 15, 2023!!! 
 

“Obon, Obon, it’s festival time!”  

We are back to in-person Obon festivities!  

Details will be in our June newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you to Girl Scout Troop #56942. This troop donated to our quiet room in the 

Hondo, toys, coloring books, coloring pencils and reading books. Thank you for your kind 

generosity to our church. The kids will love them! 

 

 

 

 

Church member, Kristin Fujii 

(daughter of Glenn and 

Jennifer Fujii/granddaughter 

of Eric Fujii and Margie 

Sunahara), is a Girl Scout 

from Troop #56942. Thank 

you Kristin!  



 

 

 



 

  



 



 

 

 

 


